Long-term results with the combined operation for duodenal ulcer disease.
During the twenty year span from 1951 to 1970, the combined operation was selected as the procedure of choice 663 times in the surgical management of duodenal ulcer disease. A retrospective study of these cases represents a 70 per cent follow-up rate; thirty-two additional patients expired during this period of causes unrelated to peptic ulcer disease or the procedure, bringing the crude follow-up rate to 77 per cent. The known recurrence rate was 0.85 per cent and the mortality 0.6 per cent. None of the deaths were due to the operative procedure itself. Diarrhea (11 per cent) and dumping (24 per cent) were the principle postoperative sequelae, neither of which represented a significant problem after twelve to fourteen months. Their incidence after 1960 in this series was decreased due to improved technic, better overall total surgical care, and reduction of the extent of resection from 75 to 50 per cent. The results, as interpreted by surgeon, patients, and gastroenterologist, have been reviewed.